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THE  YOSEMITE  HIGH  COUNTRY 

Up  and  beyond  the  north  canyon  rim  of  Yosemite  Valley  lies  a vast 
wilderness  area  covering  some  700  square  miles  of  rugged,  seldom 
visited  country.  It  stands  well  above  8,000  feet  and  contains  hundreds 
of  miles  of  streams  and  lakes.  These  waters,  principally  stocked  with 
Rainbows,  provide  some  of  the  finest  fishing  in  the  Sierra.  Many  of 
its  lakes,  unnamed  and  not  even  appearing  on  regular  topographical 
maps,  offer  a challenge  seldom  found  elsewhere. 

This  “North  Country”  has  been  made  accessible  by  over  500  miles 
of  Park  Service  trails,  and  your  security  is  assured  by  its  extensive, 
well-planned  system  of  signs  and  frequent  Ranger  Patrols.  Entry  into 
the  area  is  made  from  the  Cherry  Valley,  Mather,  Hetch  Hetchy,  Harden 
Lake-White  Wolf,  and  the  Tenaya  Lake-Tuolumne  Meadows  centers. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  WELCOME 

We  want  visitors  to  go  into  Yosemite’s  High  Country.  Here  the 
atmosphere  is  clear,  the  ground  fresh  and  clean,  and  the  solitude  broken  ! 
only  by  the  sounds  of  Nature.  Here  men  may  go  to  find  inspiration, 
renewed  vigor,  and  recreation  in  the  larger  sense  amid  the  ungrazed 
meadows,  uncut  forests,  and  towering  peaks  reflected  in  sparkling,  sap- 
phire lakes. 

The  need  to  preserve  such  regions  has  been  realistically  recognized 
by  Congress  in  the  setting  aside  of  these  areas  as  National  Parks  and 
Monuments  so  they  will  be  kept  unimpaired  for  the  enjoyment  of  future 
generations  as  well  as  the  present.  Yosemite  National  Park,  including 
almost  1,200  square  miles  of  mountain  wilderness,  is  mostly  “back 
country,”  accessible  only  by  trail. 

In  the  High  Country  the  long  winters  and  sparse  soil  do  not  give 
Nature  a chance  to  repair  unusual  damage  done  by  human  occupancy. 
To  preserve  this  atmosphere  of  natural,  unspoiled  beauty  we  must  re-| 
member  that  the  real  outdoorsman  catches  no  more  fish  than  he  can 
eat — never  more  than  the  legal  limit;  leaves  the  camp  cleaner  than  when 
he  found  it  by  burning  trash  and  cans  and  then  burying  the  remains;, 
reports  unusual  damage  to  trails  and  signs;  and,  in  all  his  conduct,  gov- 
erns himself  so  that 


% 


rnwr  ' ‘only  his  footprints  are  left  as  evidence 

, that  man  has  passed  this  way.” 

c'O'  * John  C.  Preston,  Superintendent 

Yosemite  National  Park 
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Unnamed  lake.  North  Boundary  Country 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES 

The  “North  Country”  of  Yosemite  National  Park  covers  an  area  of 
more  than  500  square  miles  that  makes  up  the  watershed  of  the  great 
Tuolumne  River.  This  magnificent  stream,  rising  in  the  glacial  basins 
of  the  north  slopes  of  the  Lyell  Crest,  runs  north  and  west  across  the 
entire  breadth  of  the  Park.  Its  spectacular  Waterwheel  Falls  and  many 
unnamed  cascades,  the  majesty  of  the  Muir  Gorge,  and  the  serenity  of 
sparkling  Hetch  Hetchy  Reservoir  are  but  the  highlights  of  a never  to 
be  forgotten  trip  through  this  wilderness  area. 

The  Tuolumne  River  is  fed  by  tributaries  draining  the  entire  north- 
ern section  of  the  Park  and  empties  into  the  Hetch  Hetchy  Reservoir, 
which  serves  as  a storage  basin  for  the  early  snow  runoff  which  is  sub- 
sequently utilized  for  power,  irrigation,  and  drinking  water  for  farms 
and  cities  hundreds  of  miles  away. 

Dozens  of  named  and  scores  of  unnamed  lakes  and  ponds  afford  an 
unending  variety  of  scenery,  fishing,  and  camp  sites.  Two  of  the  largest 
and  most  frequently  visited  which  are  unique  in  the  character  of  their 
settings  are  Benson  Lake  and  Tilden  Lake.  No  trip  through  the  North 
Country  would  be  complete  without  an  itinerary  that  included  at  least 
one  of  them. 

The  Sierra  Crest,  along  the  northeast  boundary  of  the  Park,  is  made 
up  of  a continuous  chain  of  mountain  peaks  above  10,000  feet  and  con- 
j tains  numerous  glacial  basins  at  the  foot  of  its  sheer  walls.  Some  are 
filled  with  snow  fields  the  year  around,  others  encircle  small,  blue-white 
i glacial  ponds  frozen  over  until  late  summer,  and  a few  hold  the  last 
\ remnants  of  still  active  glaciers  reminiscent  of  the  Ice  Age  that  once 
\ enclosed  this  region. 


WILDLIFE 

The  lower  ends  of  canyons  and  ridges  near  the  Tuolumne  Gorge 
support  a wide  variety  of  shrubs,  flowers,  and  trees,  but  as  the  trails 
ascend  into  the  High  Country  a simplification  of  Nature  becomes  the 
rule.  Most  trees  belong  to  the  conifer  family  with  the  Lodgepole  Pine 
the  most  numerous.  Small  groves  of  Mountain  Hemlocks  cling  to  the 
cool,  north  slopes  below  mountain  passes  and  giant  Junipers  and  White- 
bark  Pines,  with  their  twisted  and  scarred  trunks,  add  scenic  beauty  to 
the  desolate,  wind-swept  ridges  at  timberline. 

Streams  provide  an  abundance  of  trout  with  the  flashy  Rainbow 
and  colorful  Eastern  Brook  usually  taken.  Some  small  lakes,  planted 
years  ago,  pass  through  entire  seasons  without  a visitor. 

Deer  and  bear  are  numerous.  Food  should  not  be  left  unattended 
unless  suspended  far  off  the  ground  and  well  out  between  two  trees. 

Small  animals  and  birds  are  found  in  abundance  and  include  the 
Belding  Ground  Squirrel,  Golden-manded  Ground  Squirrel,  and  Mar- 
mot. Often  heard  but  seldom  seen  is  the  tiny  Yosemite  Cony.  Typical 
High  Country  birds  are  the  Nutcracker,  Woodpecker,  Sapsucker,  Junco, 
Rosy  Finch,  and  Chickadee.  Pages  2-3 
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It  is  about  halfway  between  Carl  Inn  and  Hetch  Hetchy  Reservoir.  pastured  up  Lyell  Fork  Canyon  as  no  grazing  is  permitted  in  the 

Overnight  accommodations,  pack  stock,  and  supplies  for  independent  developed  area  of  Tuolumne  Meadows. 

or  guided  trips  into  the  North  Country  are  available  at  Evergreen  The  east  crest  region  of  the  Park  is  accessible  from  Lundy,  Virginia 

Lodge  or  Mather.  Information  regarding  reservations  may  be  ob-  Lakes,  Green  Lakes,  Bridgeport  and  Twin  Lakes,  Buckeye  Creek, 

tained  by  writing  Evergreen  Lodge  or  the  Yosemite  Park  and  Curry  and  Leavitt  Meadows.  Supplies  and  pack  stock  are  available  at  sev- 
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The  most  favored  camp  site  in  Pate  Valley  is  just  above  the  mounds  and  pictographs  add  interesting  color  to  the  area.  At  Pleas- 

bridges.  Grazing  can  be  controlled  either  below  or  above  the  camp  ant  Valley  feed  is  exceptionally  good  in  areas  indicated;  lakes  near 
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BENSON  LAKE  COUNTRY 

Benson  Lake  lies  at  the  crossroads  in  the  northern  Sierra  and 
entry  is  made  by  several  routes,  all  of  which  offer  a great  variety  of 
scenery,  fishing,  and  all-around  good  camping.  When  planning 
round  trips  little  or  no  retracing  of  route  is  required.  Both  its  beauty 
and  proximity  to  many  other  unusual  scenic  attractions  make  it  a 
most  desirable  camping  area  where  a “base  camp”  can  be  established 
for  an  entire  vacation  period.  Fishing  is  usually  quite  good  except 
' in  early  season  when  both  stream  and  lake  are  high  and  turbulent. 
! Best  conditions  will  be  found  after  the  middle  of  July  when  the  water 
is  down,  weather  is  mild,  and  most  of  the  mosquitoes  are  gone. 


TRAIL  PROFILE  PATE  VALLEY— BENSON  LAKE 


RODGERS  CANYON  TRAIL— 12.3  miles 

ELEVATIONS 


TRAIL  PROFILE  RANCHERIA  MTN.— KERRICK 

CANYON 

BEAR  VALLEY  TRAIL— 7.3  miles 

ELEVATIONS 
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BENSON  LAKE  TRAIL— 14.7  miles 


Lake  at  Seavy  Pass 
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NORTH  BOUNDARY  COUNTRY,  Cont. 

The  Tiltill  Valley-Tilden  Canyon  route  is,  because  of  its  general  and  camping  difficult.  The  Tiltill  route  is  then  more  desirable.  High- 

elevation  and  slope  exposure,  warmer  and  drier  than  the  route  up  lights  include  the  beautiful  trip  along  the  north  shore  of  Hetch 

Jack  Main  Canyon.  In  the  early  part  of  the  season,  especially  after  Hetchy  Reservoir  past  the  foot  of  Wapama  Falls,  Tiltill  Valley,  views 

heavy  rains,  lower  Jack  Main  is  subject  to  flooding  that  makes  travel  from  atop  Tiltill  Mountain,  and  Tilden  Lake. 
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Tilden  Lake 
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NORTH  VALLEY  RIM  & SUNRISE  COUNTRY,  Cont. 

back-packers  and  burro  parties  will  find  it  rich  in  opportunities  for  Curry  Company  stock  can  be  arranged,  making  doubling  back  un- 
side trips  and  layover  camps.  Best  camp  spots  are  along  Sunrise  necessary.  Those  with  time  for  a round  trip  can  return  via  Tenaya 

Creek,  Long  Meadow,  and  Cathedral  Lake.  One-way  trips  with  Lake  or  by  way  of  Vogelsang,  Merced  Lake,  and  Little  Yosemite. 
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Pages  40-41 


The  North  Country  abounds  in  skyline  crests  and  towering  peaks. 
Unlike  many  mountain  regions  of  the  United  States,  the  most  rugged 
peaks  are  fairly  accessible  and  moderate  in  the  difficulty  of  their 
ascent.  Most  of  them  have  been  climbed  many  times  and  those  plan- 
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GIANT  STAIRSTEPS 

Formed  by  glacial  action  on  bedrock  where  fracture  lines  were  ver- 
tical. Glacier  carried  materials  broken  off  on  down  the  canyon,  leav- 
ing smooth,  exposed  surface  upon  recession  of  glacier.  These  “treads” 
became  the  breaking  points  for  free-leaping  waterfalls  or  cascades. 
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Miller,  10,  16,  18 
Mirror,  34,  35 
Miwok,  26 

Neall,  10,  16,  18,22,  23,  42 

Otter,  26,  28 

Peeler,  18,22 

Peninsula,  28 

Polly  Dome,  34,  40 

Raisin,  34,  40 

Rock  Island,  18 

Rodgers,  10,  16,  18,22,  23 

Saddlebag,  16 

Siesta,  34,  40 

Sister,  1 8,  22 

Skelton,  16 

Smedberg,  16,  18,  19,  22,  25 
Snow,  18,  19,  22 
Spiller,  1 8 
Spotted  Fawn,  28 
Summit,  1 8,  28 
Sunrise,  34 
Surprise,  16,  18,  22 
Swamp,  12,  26 
Table,  10,  22 
Ten,  10,  16,  40,41 
Tenaya,  1 7,  34,  35-37,  40,  41 
Tilden,  22,  28,30,31,33 
Twin,  28,  33 
Vernon,  12,  26,  27,  31 
Virginia,  10,  16 
Wegner,  40 
Wilmer,  26,  27,  28,  29 
Young,  10,  16 
Leavitt  Meadows,  6 
Little  Yosemite,  34 
Long  Meadow,  34,  38 
Lords  Meadow,  28,  33 
Macomb  Ridge,  22,  25,  28 
Mather,  6,  12,  13 

Matterhorn  Canyon,  10,  16,  17,  18,  19! 

Miguel  Meadow,  12,  26,33 

Mountaineering,  42,  43 

Muir  Corge,  10,  11,  16 

North  Country  Key  Map,  4 

Paradise  Valley,  26,  27,  29 

PASSES 

Benson,  16,  18,  22,  25 
Bond,  22,  28,  29,  33 
Buckeye,  18,  22 
Burro,  18,  19 
Cathedral,  34,  38,  40 
Forsyth,  34,  37 
Seavey,  18,22,  25,29 
Tioga,  16 
Virginia,  1 8 

Pate  Valley,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  2 

23,  40 


PEAKS  AND  MOUNTAINS 
Acker  Peak,  22 
Bartlett  Peak,  28 
Biglow  Peak,  28 
Cathedral  Peak,  34,  40 
Center  Mountain,  22 
Chittenden  Peak,  22,  28 
Clouds  Rest,  34 
Colby  Mountain,  10,  40 
Columbia  Finger,  34,  40 
Conness,  Mount,  1 6 
Craig  Peak,  22,  28 
Dana,  Mount,  16 
Eagle  Peak,  34 
Echo  Peaks,  34,  40 
Excelsior  Mountain,  18 
Finger  Peaks,  1 8 
Forsyth  Peak,  22,  28 
Gibson,  12,  26 
Grand  Mountain,  10,  16,  40 
Grizzly  Peak,  28 
Half  Dome,  34 
Haystack  Peak,  28 
Hoffman,  34,  40 
Indian  Rock,  34 
Kendrick  Peak,  28 
Keyes  Peak,  22,  28 
Le  Conte  Point,  1 2 
Lyell,  Mount,  back  cover 
Matterhorn  Peak,  1 8 
Michie  Peak,  28 
North  Dome,  34 
North  Peak,  1 6 
Pettit  Peak,  16,  22 
Piute  Mountain,  22 
Ragged  Peak,  10,  16 
Regulation  Peak,  1 0,  22 
Richardson  Peak,  28 
Saurian  Crest,  22 
Sawtooth  Ridge,  1 8 
Schofield  Peak,  28 
Sentinel  Dome,  34 
Sheep  Peak,  1 6 
Shepherd  Crest,  16,  18 
Slide  Mountain,  1 8 
Smith  Peak,  12 
Snow  Peak,  22,  28 
Sunrise  Mountain,  34 
Tiltill  Mountain,  12,  18 
Tower  Peak,  22,  28 
Tuolumne  Peak,  1 0,  40 
Twin  Peaks,  1 8 
Volunteer  Peak,  16,22 
Wells  Peak,  22 
White  Mountain,  1 6 
Whorl  Mountain,  1 8 
Planning  Your  Trip,  5—8 
Pleasant  Valley,  10,  12,  14,  15,  22 
Poopenaut  Valley,  13,  34 
Porcupine  Flat,  34,  47 
lock  Canyon,  1 8 
iierra  Club  Lodge,  10,  1 1,  39 
ikyline  Lakes  Chart,  43 
Hide  Canyon,  18,  22 
jjjimith  Meadow,  12,  13 
■now  Flat,  34,  40 


STREAMS 

Cathedral  Creek,  10,  16,  40 
Cherry  Creek,  26,  28,  32 
McCabe  Creek,  16,  17,  18 
Morrison  Creek,  10,  12,  13,  40 
Rancheria  Creek,  12,  15 
Return  Creek,  1 0,  1 1 , 1 6,  1 8,  22,  40 
Snow  Creek,  34,  35 
Spiller  Creek,  17,  18 
Tuolumne  River,  10,  11,  12,  13,  16, 
17,  22,  40 

Wilson  Creek,  1 8,  25 
Yosemite  Creek,  10,  34,  35,  40 
Thompson  Canyon,  18,  22,  28 
Tilden  Canyon,  12,  18,  31 
TRAILS 

Bear  Valley,  12,  22,  23 

Benson  Lake,  16,  18,22,  25 

Clouds  Rest,  34,  37,  38 

Cold  Canyon,  10,  16,  17,  40 

El  Capitan,  34,  35 

Forsyth  Pass,  34,  37,  38,  40 

Half  Dome,  34,  37,  38 

Harden  Lake,  12,  13 

Huckleberry  Lake,  28,  32,  33 

Jack  Main  Canyon,  12,  26,  27,  28,  29 

Kerrick  Canyon,  18,22,  25 

Kibbie  Lake,  12,  26,  32 

Kibbie  Ridge,  26,  28 

Lukins  Lake,  10,  12,  13,  34,  35,  40 

Matterhorn  Canyon,  16,  17,  18,  19,  22 

May  Lake,  11,  17,  34,  35,  40 

Merced  River,  34,  37,  38 

North  Dome,  34,  35 

Pleasant  Valley,  10,  12,  14,  15 

Rancheria,  10,  12,  15,  26 

Rodgers  Canyon,  15,  16,  22,  23 

Smith  Meadow,  12,  13 

Smith  Peak,  1 2 

Stubblefield  Canyon,  22,  25,  28 
Sunrise,  34,  37,  38,  40 
Ten  Lakes,  10,  16,  40,41 
Tenaya  Lake,  34;  35,  40,  41 
Tilden  Lake,  22,  26,  28,  29,  30,  31 
Tiltill  Valley,  12,  15,  26,  31 
Tuolumne  River,  10,  11,  12,  13,  16, 
17,  22,  40 

Vernon  Lake,  12,26,  27,31 
White  Wolf,  10,  12,  40,  41 
Yosemite  Creek,  34,  35 
Yosemite  Falls,  34 

Tuolumne  Meadows,  6,  1 0,  1 1 , 1 6,  1 7,  39 
Virginia  Canyon,  10,  16,  17,  18 
Virginia  Lakes,  6,  17 

WATERFALLS 

California,  1 0,  1 1 , 1 6,  1 7,  40 
LeConte,  1 0,  1 1 , 1 6,  1 7,  40 
Nevada,  34,  37,  38 
Tuolumne,  1 0,  1 1 , 1 6,  1 7,  40 
Vernal,  34,  37,  38 
Wapama,  12,  15,  26 
Waterwheel,  1 0,  1 1 , 1 6,  1 7,  40 
White  Cascade,  1 0,  1 1 , 1 6,  1 7,  40 
White  Wolf,  6,  10,  12,  17,  40 
Wildlife,  3 

Yosemite  Creek  R.S.,  34,  35,  40,  41 
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